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A good school site must be central, that is, it must be readily
accessible to the pupils. But in the determination of this
matter regard must be had to the future as well as to the
present. The shifting of population in American cities is
often so rapid that a schoolhouse which is the very centre of
a residential district to-day may be surrounded by places of
business twenty years hence. The apparent drift of popula-
tion, the direction of business growth, and all such relevant
factors should therefore, so far as they can be foreseen, be
taken into consideration in the selection of a proper location
for an elementary school. Besides being accessible, the site
should be high and dry, spacious enough for all needs, and
not in close proximity to a source of danger, such as a river
or a railroad. When the problem of finding a site is actually
taken in hand, however, it usually turns out that a combina-
tion of all these qualities is hard to find. In such cases
accessibility is often permitted to outweigh other considera-
tions of equal or even greater importance; for it is difficult to
convince parents that the hardship of walking a few hundred
extra yards is far less serious than the evils which must arise
from keeping school children every day in a congested or an
unsanitary region, cramped for playground space and amid
the din of hurrying multitudes.1 Still more unfortunately,
the political pressure of those who have land to sell has too
often been an influential factor in the choice of unsuitable
locations.

Schoolhouse construction also presents its own problems,
3. its plan-  for such buildings make unusual demands in the way of fire-
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construe- resisting quality, ventilation, lighting, and the acoustic
properties of the interior. In all these matters, however,
such remarkable progress has been made during the last
generation that most school buildings of recent con-
struction embody the fruits of great skill and ingenuity

1 A sensible discussion of these matters is contained in F, B.Dresslar's
American Schoolhouses (United States Bureau of Education, Bulletin,
1910, No, 5), pp. 1-10,